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SEA CHESTS CLEANING 

The main reason of damage is the fouled sea chests, from mussels and 
other marine elements, which really occupy all the space and clog. 
When within the sea chests there is any damage, it results in the 
inadequate intake of water which can be catastrophic for the ship, since 
the water entering is used for cooling the main engine and other 
machinery for ballasting tanks for the ships firefighting unit. 

BEVALDIA (Manager of the branches PSOMAKARA & GAMSRO) 
undertakes underwater sea chests cleaning (u/w sea chest cleaning) 
and underwater sea chests grating cleaning. 

 First the sea chest gratings are cleaned and then removed where two 
divers take them up to the surface. After that, the diver enters the sea 
chest and cleans. When the necessary procedure for underwater sea chests 
cleaning (u/w sea chest cleaning) is completed the sea chest gratings are 
replaced in position, giving special attention to securing arrangement. In order 
to make any other repair, temporary waterproofing of sea chests (plugging 
sea-chests) has to be made. The Plugging sea-chests is an effective 
technique, which allows any internal repairs needed in the sea chests, such 
as changing faulty valves, bathometer, etc. The ship remains at sea, without 
having to go to dry dock. After the repair, the sea chest is unplugged and tested 
to verify that it operates properly and if necessary, plugged again. 
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